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I. Public Comments 

II. Excessive Vegetation and Property Maintenance Workshop

1. [GM]  Board of County Commissioners to Hold Public Workshop to Discuss Control
of Excessive Vegetation and Other Property Maintenance Concerns. Dist: All.

Okaloosa County adheres to the Americans with Disabilities Act and will make reasonable accommodations for 
access to this meeting upon request.  Please call the County Administrator’s Office at (850) 651-7515 to make a 

request.  For Hearing Impaired, Dial 1-800-955-8771 (TDD), and 1-800-955-8770 (Voice).  Requests must be 
received at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting in order for Okaloosa County to provide the requested service. 



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AGENDA REQUEST 

 
DATE: October 6, 2015 
TO: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 
FROM: Elliot Kampert 
SUBJECT: Excessive Vegetation and Property Maintenance Workshop 
DEPARTMENT: Growth Management 
BCC DISTRICT: All 
 
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  Board of County Commissioners to conduct a public workshop to 
discuss excessive vegetation and other property maintenance issues in order to provide direction 
to staff.  
 
BACKGROUND:  During its regular meeting of September 15, 2015, the Board of County 
Commissioners held a public hearing of an ordinance that would, if adopted, require that certain 
vegetation on developed properties be maintained at a height of 18 inches or less.    
 
While the ordinance was not adopted, the Board directed staff to schedule a public workshop to 
allow greater discussion of not only excessive vegetation but also other issues related to property 
maintenance that came up during the hearing such as structures not secured against unlawful 
entry, dilapidated property, and related concerns. 
 
Nuisances 
 
The types of issues discussed during the September 15 meeting generally fall under the broad 
category of nuisance.  Nuisances are addressed in Chapter 11, Health and Sanitation, of the 
County Code.  Of particular interest is section 11-136 which describes what constitutes a public 
nuisance for which the County will initiate an enforcement action:     
 

Sec. 11-136. - Public nuisances described.  

The following conditions existing, permitted, maintained or caused by any person 
on real property in Okaloosa County shall constitute the maintenance of a public 
nuisance injurious to the health or general welfare of the citizens of Okaloosa 
County and shall constitute a violation of this division:  
(1)  The creation or maintenance of any condition capable of breeding flies, 
mosquitoes or other arthropods capable of transmitting diseases directly or 
indirectly to humans.  
(2)  The accumulation of rubbish, trash, garbage, litter or other solid or liquid 
waste materials in violation of this division.  
(3)  The existence of any dwelling, house, building, structure or real property on 
which a dwelling, house, building or other structure is located which is unsafe, 
unsecured, deteriorated, degraded with obscene graffiti, or a menace to the 
health, safety or general welfare of the citizens of Okaloosa County.  
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(4)  The utilization of any single-family or multifamily residential property by the 
owner or occupant thereof for the exterior storage of any abandoned vehicle, 
icebox, refrigerator, stove, or other large appliance normally located inside a 
dwelling unit.  

 
Excessive Vegetation 
 
The standards provided in section 11-136 do not establish a specific limitation for the height of 
vegetation.  The proposed ordinance heard on September 15 provided that vegetation in excess 
of eighteen (18) inches covering more than 25% on an improved property would be in violation.  
The following is a summary of the municipalities’ vegetation maintenance standards: 
 
 
Ft Walton Beach - 12 inches 
5. 07.01 Standards for improved property: 
S. Grass, weeds and uncultivated vegetation: All grasses or weeds, and uncultivated 
vegetation, shall not exceed twelve (12) inches in height on improved property, including the 
area between the edge of the pavement in the street and the lot line. 

 
Crestview -  12 inches 
Sec. 38-3. - Conditions and conduct. The existence of any of the following specific conditions 
or conduct is hereby declared to constitute a public nuisance as that item is used in this chapter:  
(7) The existence of excessive growth of weeds or vegetation, or the existence 
of any accumulation of debris, trash, garden trash, junk, untended growth of vegetation, or 
undergrowth of dead or living vegetation, upon any property to the extent and manner that such 
property contains or is likely to contain rodents, reptiles or other vermin, or furnishes a breeding 
place for flies, mosquitoes, or wood-destroying insects, or otherwise threatens the public health, 
safety or welfare. 
Excessive growth means the growth of weeds or plants which are not cultivated or landscaped or 
regularly tended which reach a height in excess of 12 inches. 
 
Cinco Bayou - 10 inches 
Sec. 26-32. - Illustrative enumeration.  
The maintaining, using, placing, depositing, leaving or permitting to be or remain on any public 
or private property of any of the following items, conditions or actions is hereby declared to be 
and constitute a nuisance; provided, this enumeration shall not be construed as a designation of 
all nuisances:  
(1) Any weeds such as broom grass, jimson, burdock, ragweed, sandspur or 
other similar weeds; or any other vegetation, other than trees, ornamental bushes, flowers or 
other ornamental plants with a height exceeding ten inches.  
 
Niceville - 12 inches 
Sec. 9-36. - Excessive growth prohibited.  
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(a) It shall be unlawful for persons who shall own, control or occupy any lot, 
parcel of land or premises in the city to allow weeds to grow within one hundred (100) feet of the 
right-of-way line of any county, city or state street or road within the city limits or within one 
hundred (100) feet of the water's edge within the city limits, upon such lot, parcel of land or 
premises to a height exceeding twelve (12) inches.  
 
 
Shalimar - 10 inches 
Sec. 26-29. - Landscape maintenance. Modified  
 
(b)  Buildings and lots. It is unlawful for any person who owns or is in possession of, in charge 
of or in control of any developed lot or parcel of land in the town to allow weeds and grasses 
to grow upon such property to a height exceeding ten inches, or to permit rubbish, trash, 
debris, dead trees or other unsightly or unsanitary matter to remain thereon that create 
harborage for rodents or vermin or to permit weeds, grass, vines, or any such conditions to 
grow on any fence so as to encroach on any public sidewalk or fire hydrant. The branches and 
limbs of all trees which extend outside of the private property lines, must be trimmed so as to 
have a clearance of at least eight feet over and above abutting sidewalks, and all limbs and 
branches trimmed so that if any branches or limbs extend over any street or roadway there 
shall be a clearance of at least 14 feet over such roadway.  

 

Weeds. Plants that by reason of abandonment, lack of care or lack of maintenance choke out 
growth or other plant material in the area. Dead, dying or unattended plant life, named or 
unnamed, which abandoned or overgrown to a height in excess of ten inches in height shall, for 
the purpose of this Code, be defined as a weed unless it is pristine. 
 
 
Destin - Uses general nuisance provisions of Code. 
 
Valparaiso - 24 inches 
Sec. 54-21. - Purpose and intent; findings of fact.  
 
(3)   The accumulation of trash, junk, debris, dead plant material, or the excessive growth of 
grass, weeds, brush, or branches, or the existence of a blighted building in the city is visually 
unpleasant to a reasonable person of ordinary, average sensibilities; a visual nuisance tends to 
depreciate the values of neighboring property, thereby injuring the general welfare.  
Excessive growth means lawn, grass or weeds in excess of 24 inches in height. 
 
Mary Esther - 8/18 inches 
Sec. 10-23. - Duty of property owner.  

 
(a)  It shall be the duty of the owner(s) within the city to maintain their lot, tract or parcel and the 
abutting right-of-way (but not including that area which is paved as roadway) consistent with the 
following standards:  
 
(1)  The owner, lessees or other persons in control of property, developed or undeveloped, 
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within the city shall cut down and remove all weeds, grass, and undergrowth on said property 
when said weeds, grass or undergrowth exceeds eight (8) inches in height for developed 
properties and eighteen (18) inches for undeveloped properties. 
 
  
As shown above, all of the cities except Laurel Hill enforce some level of vegetation 
maintenance standard.  The City of Laurel Hill at one time had a requirement that vegetation on 
developed parcels be kept to a maximum height of 12 inches; however, this requirement was 
repealed in 2011.   
 
Limit Applicability Based on Zoning, Density, or other Criteria 
 
During the September 15 meeting, the Board discussed the possibility of limiting enforcement of 
a County vegetation ordinance to certain areas based on zoning, density, or some other criteria.  
Based on the input from that meeting, staff has provided various maps that show where 
enforcement would occur depending on the strategy chosen. 
 
As the majority of the cities have adopted some standard for vegetation control, the Board may 
wish to consider adopting an ordinance which would provide for enforcement within the Urban 
Development Boundary (UDB) since this area is established in close proximity to the cities as 
shown by Map 1.  This approach would ensure that, while specific standards may vary, 
vegetation is managed in the County’s more populated areas.  This approach would work well in 
the unincorporated areas south of the Eglin Reservation.  North of the Reservation, however, 
there areas within the UDB close to the City of Crestview that have not yet developed to the 
degree of the unincorporated areas south of the Reservation, and, conversely, there are areas 
outside the UDB that have experienced suburban levels of growth.  This being the case, the UDB 
by itself may not be an appropriate mechanism.  
 
The Future Land Use Map and zoning designations applied to properties may also be considered 
as a potential threshold for vegetation management.  The ordinance heard by the Board on 
September 15 exempted properties in the Agriculture (AA), Rural Residential (RR), and 
Recreation (Rec) designations (in addition to state and federal lands).  Map 2 illustrates all the 
remaining zoning districts throughout the County which could be used to develop such an 
approach.  However, these areas have not all developed uniformly, with some portions of the 
affected zones being substantially developed and other portions within the same zone less so.  
This is particularly evident when comparing zones as they have developed north and south of 
Eglin.  Since the Board’s discussions on the 15th indicate that excessive vegetation is primarily 
viewed as a problem in the urban or urbanizing areas, using FLUM or zoning designations alone 
could lead to the regulation being applied to areas that are more rural despite their designations.  
Map 3 shows the UDB overlaid on the zoning districts which could be used to help refine where 
the standard would be applied.    
 
The Board could also consider designating specific zoning districts within which excessive 
vegetation standards would be applied.  For example, the Mixed Use-1 and Mixed Use-2 
designations apply to master-planned areas for which there is a specific plan of development, and 
within which it is reasonable to expect a performance standard for development and related 
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activities, including vegetation management.  The Mixed Use-1 and Mixed Use-2 areas are 
shown by Map 4.  Other zoning districts that the Board feels should be more closely regulated 
could be considered, as well.  
 
Related Property Maintenance Issues 
 
In addition to excessive vegetative growth, the Board also discussed other property maintenance 
related issues.  During the meeting, pictures were shown of a dilapidated property that included a 
mobile home that appeared to be open to trespass and possibly illegal activities. These types of 
complaints are commonly received by the Code Enforcement Division, and often accompany 
excessive vegetation complaints.    
 
Section 11-136(3) provides that any dwelling, house, building, structure or real property on 
which a dwelling, house, building or other structure is located which is unsafe, unsecured, 
deteriorated, degraded with obscene graffiti, or a menace to the health, safety or general welfare 
of the citizens of Okaloosa County is a public nuisance and a violation of the Code. In addition, 
the outside storage of abandoned vehicles as well as large appliances are also violations, as are 
allowing conditions conducive to the breeding of arthropods that vector human diseases and 
allowing the accumulation of rubbish, trash, litter or other wastes.   
 
It should be noted that Section 11-136 does not include rats, mice, snakes, or other animals 
typically considered vermin.  The very specific reference to arthropods indicates that this was a 
deliberated decision intended to keep the standard from being too broadly applied to the 
incidental appearance of animal species not uncommon in suburban areas.  It should also be 
noted that this sections prohibition on the "accumulation of rubbish, trash, garbage, litter or other 
solid or liquid waste materials" to a large extent addresses the establishment of conditions 
conducive to the breeding of vermin.  There are also state laws enforced by the Department of 
Health to address this situation.         
 
Determining whether a structure is unsafe or unsecured is fairly straightforward; there are 
provisions in the Florida Building Code which help determine whether a structure is unsafe.  A 
structure is unsecured if a trespasser can gain entry without use of unauthorized overt action 
(forcing a window or door, picking a lock, etc.).   However, the remaining criteria provided in 
this section are more subjective.   
 
In order to help bring objectivity to the decision of whether a property or structure is in a 
condition that warrants County action, staff has developed criteria (attached) based on the 
International Property Maintenance Code.  These standards are not based on aesthetics, but are 
intended to prevent and, where necessary, remedy conditions that can lead to blight before it 
becomes established.  The standards address issues such as flooding caused by unauthorized 
alteration of drainage across property lines, unsafe pools, and other nuisances.  Because 
unsightly, boarded up structures are the source of numerous complaints, the proposed standards 
also require that structures cannot be made secure against unauthorized entry simply by nailing 
boards across broken windows or doors.  If the standards are approved, broken windows and 
doors must be replaced with proper windows and doors within specified timeframes.  The 
proposed property maintenance standards have been reviewed and approved by the Code 
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Enforcement Board and are attached for the Board's consideration.  
 
In order to expedite recovery of the costs associated with abating serious Code violations, the 
Board of County Commissioners have also discussed implementing a nuisance abatement 
assessment program through which the costs of abatement, including reasonable administrative 
costs (but not including fines or penalties) may be collected as an assessment on the subject 
properties' tax bills.  In order to utilize property assessments, the Board would have to enter into 
an agreement with the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector who, as of this writing, are 
cautiously amenable to the approach.  The proposed nuisance abatement assessment provisions 
are attached for the Board's consideration.    
 
OPTIONS:   The Board may conduct the public workshop or not; and may decide to provide 
direction to staff at its discretion. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:   Staff recommends that the Board of County Commissioners 
conduct the public workshop and provide direction to staff regarding whether to pursue any of 
the regulatory changes discussed. 

RECOMMENDED BY:  
 

APPROVED BY:   
 John Hofstad, County Administrator 
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Municipal Vegetation Standards 
 

Ft Walton Beach – 12 inches 

5. 07.01 Standards for improved property: 
S. Grass, weeds and uncultivated vegetation: All grasses or weeds, 
and uncultivated vegetation, shall not exceed twelve (12) inches in height 
on improved property, including the area between the edge of the 
pavement in the street and the lot line. 

 

Crestview -  12 inches 

Sec. 38-3. - Conditions and conduct. The existence of any of the 
following specific conditions or conduct is hereby declared to constitute 
a public nuisance as that item is used in this chapter:  
(7) The existence of excessive growth of weeds or vegetation, or the 
existence of any accumulation of debris, trash, garden trash, junk, 
untended growth of vegetation, or undergrowth of dead or living 
vegetation, upon any property to the extent and manner that such 
property contains or is likely to contain rodents, reptiles or other vermin, 
or furnishes a breeding place for flies, mosquitoes, or wood-destroying 
insects, or otherwise threatens the public health, safety or welfare. 

Excessive growth means the growth of weeds or plants which are not 
cultivated or landscaped or regularly tended which reach a height in 
excess of 12 inches. 
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Cinco Bayou – 10 inches 

Sec. 26-32. - Illustrative enumeration.  
The maintaining, using, placing, depositing, leaving or permitting to 

be or remain on any public or private property of any of the following 
items, conditions or actions is hereby declared to be and constitute a 
nuisance; provided, this enumeration shall not be construed as a 
designation of all nuisances:  

(1) Any weeds such as broom grass, jimson, burdock, ragweed, 
sandspur or other similar weeds; or any other vegetation, other 
than trees, ornamental bushes, flowers or other ornamental plants 
with a height exceeding ten inches.  

 

Niceville – 12 inches 

Sec. 9-36. - Excessive growth prohibited.  
(a) It shall be unlawful for persons who shall own, control or occupy any 

lot, parcel of land or premises in the city to allow weeds to grow 
within one hundred (100) feet of the right-of-way line of any county, 
city or state street or road within the city limits or within one hundred 
(100) feet of the water's edge within the city limits, upon such lot, 
parcel of land or premises to a height exceeding twelve (12) inches.  

 

 

 

Shalimar – 10 inches 
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Sec. 26-29. - Landscape maintenance. Modified  
(b)  Buildings and lots. It is unlawful for any person who owns or is in 
possession of, in charge of or in control of any developed lot or parcel 
of land in the town to allow weeds and grasses to grow upon such 
property to a height exceeding ten inches, or to permit rubbish, trash, 
debris, dead trees or other unsightly or unsanitary matter to remain 
thereon that create harborage for rodents or vermin or to permit weeds, 
grass, vines, or any such conditions to grow on any fence so as to 
encroach on any public sidewalk or fire hydrant. The branches and 
limbs of all trees which extend outside of the private property lines, 
must be trimmed so as to have a clearance of at least eight feet over 
and above abutting sidewalks, and all limbs and branches trimmed so 
that if any branches or limbs extend over any street or roadway there 
shall be a clearance of at least 14 feet over such roadway.  

 

Weeds. Plants that by reason of abandonment, lack of care or lack of 
maintenance choke out growth or other plant material in the area. Dead, 
dying or unattended plant life, named or unnamed, which abandoned or 
overgrown to a height in excess of ten inches in height shall, for the 
purpose of this Code, be defined as a weed unless it is pristine. 

 

 

 

Valparaiso – 24 inches 

Sec. 54-21. - Purpose and intent; findings of fact.  

Packet Pg. 10



(3)   The accumulation of trash, junk, debris, dead plant material, or the 
excessive growth of grass, weeds, brush, or branches, or the existence 
of a blighted building in the city is visually unpleasant to a reasonable 
person of ordinary, average sensibilities; a visual nuisance tends to 
depreciate the values of neighboring property, thereby injuring the 
general welfare.  
Excessive growth means lawn, grass or weeds in excess of 24 inches in 
height. 

 

Mary Esther – 8/18 inches 

Sec. 10-23. - Duty of property owner.  
(a)  It shall be the duty of the owner(s) within the city to maintain 
their lot, tract or parcel and the abutting right-of-way (but not 
including that area which is paved as roadway) consistent with the 
following standards:  

(1)  The owner, lessees or other persons in control of property, 
developed or undeveloped, within the city shall cut down and 
remove all weeds, grass, and undergrowth on said property when 
said weeds, grass or undergrowth exceeds eight (8) inches in 
height for developed properties and eighteen (18) inches for 
undeveloped properties. 
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Proposed Property Maintenance Standards   

1. All improved portions of properties shall be graded and 
maintained to prevent the erosion of soil onto properties 
not owned by the owner of the property (receiving 
property) which is the source of the erosion without the 
receiving property owner’s permission, and to prevent the 
accumulation of stagnant water thereon, or within any 
structure located thereon.  The prohibition on the 
accumulation of water shall not apply to stormwater 
treatment facilities or naturally occurring bodies of water. 
 

2. No property shall be improved, nor shall any structure, 
building, parking lot, roof overhang, or other development 
be designed, constructed, or maintained, so as to cause 
the discharge of stormwater across or over any property 
line onto properties (receiving properties) not owned by 
the owner of the property which is the source of the 
discharge unless such discharge is part of an approved 
stormwater management or drainage system (e.g. 
ditches, swales, retention pond, etc.), or the receiving 
property owner has granted permission.  
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3. Erosion control measures (e.g. silt fence, hay bales, etc) 
shall be used to control potential erosion caused by land 
clearing activities adjacent to water bodies including 
ditches, stormwater conveyance systems, ponds, creeks, 
streams, branches, rivers, lakes, bayous, or bays. Any 
such erosion control shall be erected and maintained so 
as to prevent the escape of silt and soil materials into 
adjacent water bodies.   The installation of erosion control 
measures shall not be required for home gardening, 
flower beds, or minor land clearing activities incidental to 
residential uses provided, however, that no shall 
sediments be allowed to discharge into ditches, 
stormwater conveyance systems, ponds, creeks, 
streams, branches, rivers, lakes, bayous, or bays from 
such exempt clearing activities.    
 

4. All structures, including but not limited to buildings, decks, 
docks, and walls, shall be maintained in accordance with 
the codes under which they were constructed.  
Improvement of buildings requiring the replacement of 
structural components shall adhere to the Florida Building 
Code.  Stairways, decks, docks, porches, and balconies 
shall be maintained in structurally sound condition with 
proper anchorage and capable of supporting intended 
imposed loads.  Handrails and guards shall be structurally 
sound, firmly fastened, and capable of supporting 
normally imposed loads. 
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5. The exterior of a building shall be maintained in good 
repair.  All exterior cladding, siding, masonry, roofing or 
other exterior treatment shall be maintained weather 
resistant and water tight, as shall the joints between the 
building envelope and the perimeter of windows, doors, 
skylights, vents, and other openings.   Except to the extent 
that such is part of a building exterior’s weather 
resistance, it is not the intent of this criterion to regulate 
the paint, stucco, or other exterior treatments (i.e. for 
aesthetic purposes).     
  

6. All exterior doors, door assemblies, and hardware, 
including gates associated with fences, shall be 
maintained in accordance with installation instructions 
and in operable condition. 
 

7. All sanitary sewer plumbing fixtures shall be properly 
connected to an approved system (public or private 
sewer, septic tank, other approved on-site treatment and 
disposal system).  Every plumbing stack, vent, waste, and 
sewer line shall function properly and be kept free of 
leaks, obstructions, or defects. 
 
 
 
 
 

Packet Pg. 31



8. All electrical fixtures including smoke detectors shall be 
maintained in a safe and sound manner so as to not 
constitute a hazard to the structure or its occupants due 
to damage or deterioration, improper fusing, insufficient or 
improper receptacle and lighting outlets, improper wiring 
or installation, inadequate service, or other reasons.   
 

9. Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (if provided) 
systems shall be maintained in a safe and sound manner 
so as not to constitute a hazard to a structure or its 
occupants. 
 

10. Landscaping installed pursuant to an approved 
development order shall be maintained so that it remains 
in compliance with the Land Development Code. 
 

11. Vegetation shall not be allowed to encroach from any 
improved property onto or over the paved area of any 
public or private road between a height of one foot (1’) and 
twenty feet (20'), nor shall vegetation encroach onto or 
over a designated sidewalk or bike path between a height 
of one foot (1') and eight feet (8'). 
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12.  All buildings shall be secure against unlawful entry.  
Broken windows or doors shall be repaired or replaced in 
accordance with the Florida Building Code; plywood or 
other durable covering may be used to temporarily secure 
broken windows or doors for a period of time not to exceed 
thirty (30) days.  This prohibition shall not apply to the use 
of plywood, aluminum panels, or similar materials used to 
protect windows against tropical storms or hurricanes 
provided such materials are removed no later than 
fourteen (14) days following the end of the Atlantic 
Hurricane Season unless there is a storm system of 
tropical depression strength or greater in the Atlantic 
Ocean or Gulf of Mexico in which case such protective 
measures may remain in place.  This prohibition shall not 
apply to lawfully installed storm protection systems (storm 
shutters, awnings, etc) which may remain in a secure, 
closed condition regardless of season at the property 
owner’s discretion.   

 

13.  Swimming pools shall be maintained in a structurally 
sound, functional, clean, and sanitary condition (no leaks, 
algal growth, mosquito larvae, etc.). 

 

14.  Swimming pool barriers shall be maintained in a 
functional and remain in place  at all times. 

 

Packet Pg. 33



Proposed Nuisance Abatement Assessment Provisions 
 
(1) The Board is hereby authorized to impose nuisance 

abatement assessments against properties in violation of 
the Okaloosa County Code of Ordinances that require the 
county to perform any work necessary to bring the 
property into compliance.   Any costs incurred by the 
county, including all actual, administrative, and collection 
costs, may be assessed against the property as a special 
assessment pursuant to Florida law and, if not paid, may 
be collected as provided in subsection (h) below.  Under 
no circumstances shall any fines or penalties be included 
in such special assessment. 
 

a. When, in the opinion of a Code Enforcement Officer, 
there is a violation that presents a serious threat to 
public health, safety or welfare, the Code 
Enforcement Officer shall provide the owner with a 
written notice of violation ordering the owner to 
perform the necessary work to cure the violation 
within a specified time not to exceed ten (10) days.  
The notice shall provide the process through which 
the property owner can appeal the issuance of the 
notice, and shall specifically state that the property 
owner has ten (10) days from the issue date of the 
notice within which to request the appeal.      
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b. In the event the owner fails to perform the 
necessary work or fails to contest the Code 
Enforcement Officer’s opinion within the ten (10) 
day period and upon approval by the Code 
Enforcement Board, the county is authorized to go 
upon the premises and perform the necessary work 
to abate the violation.  Costs incurred in the 
performance of necessary work shall initially be paid 
by the county.  The county’s costs of performing the 
necessary work, including  all actual, administrative, 
and collection costs, may be assessed against the 
property as provided in this Article, section 
197.3632, F.S., or any other method approved by 
the Board. 

 

c. A notice of the special assessment shall be provided 
to the property owner by certified mail return 
receipt requested at the address on record with the 
Okaloosa County Property Appraiser’s office 
specifying: (1) the violation that was repaired or 
abated, (2) the address and parcel identification 
number of the property, (3) the actual cost of the 
repair or abatement, (4) the amount of 
administrative costs, (5)  a statement that if not paid 
in full or an appeal is not filed in writing with the 
County Administration office within thirty (30) days, 
a lien shall be recorded against the property, which 
lien shall be equal in rank and dignity with the liens 
of all state, county, district, or municipal taxes and 
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special assessments, and (6) the date by which the 
cost of the repair or abatement must be paid.  The 
only issue to be determined on appeal is whether or 
not the costs in the notice are the actual costs 
incurred by the county and/or if the notice describes 
the proper property and owners.   

 
d. If not appealed or paid after thirty (30) days of the 

notice, a final notice meeting the requirement 
outlined in subparagraph (e) above, shall be 
provided to the property owner.  The final notice 
may be mailed by first class mail.   

 

e. If not paid after thirty (30) days of the final notice, 
the county shall annually follow the procedures 
outlined in section 197.3632, F.S., to collect the 
actual costs of repairs or abatements, plus 
reasonable administrative and collection costs as a 
non-ad valorem assessment.  In addition, a claim of 
lien for special assessment shall be recorded in the 
official records of Okaloosa County.  The lien created 
shall be equal in rank and dignity with the liens of all 
state, county, district, or municipal taxes and special 
assessments.  The lien created hereby shall accrue 
from date of repair or abatement at an interest rate 
equal to the amount of interest payable on a 
judgment lien pursuant to section 55.03, F.S., as it 
may be amended from time to time, until such time 
as the costs of repair or abatement are placed on 
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the assessment roll.  The lien created hereby shall 
bear, on its face, the rate of interest that is payable 
on the lien.  The failure to bear the rate of interest 
on the lien shall not invalidate the lien.  The rate of 
interest shall be established on the date the 
violation is repaired or abated by the county.   

 
(2) In order to eliminate blight and help preserve property 

values, the Code Enforcement Board is also authorized to 
impose nuisance abatement assessments to facilitate the 
remediation of violations which have remained un-
remediated for a period of twelve (12) months or longer 
from the date of the Board’s initial order.   The process 
for the imposition and execution of nuisance abatement 
assessments for violations as described herein shall be as 
provided in D. (1), above.  The decision whether to 
impose a nuisance abatement assessment shall be at the 
sole discretion of the Code Enforcement Board which 
may allow additional time for remediation upon 
presentation of evidence by County administrative staff 
or the violator that additional time is warranted. 
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